June 18, 2012

Philmont Important Travel Information

We leave next week! Here is the important information we covered at our final pre-trip meeting last week AND some additional new information. Be sure to read it all, there is a lot of important information.

1. Emergency Contacts
2. Mail
3. Travel Itinerary
4. Train Travel
5. Travel Attire
6. Spending Money
7. Travelling with Electronics / games
8. Cameras / Photos
9. Amtrak Route / Cities
10. Checklist

1. Emergency Contacts
While travelling, you can call Frank Hulsman’s cell phone: 502 298-5340
Philmont’s emergency contact number is (575) 376-2281. Telephone calls are restricted to EXTREME EMERGENCIES ONLY. Philmont comprises 215 square miles of rugged mountina wilderness. It may take a day, or two, for someone from our group to return an emergency phone call. If you have to reach us in an emergency, make sure you tell them the Full Name and Expedition Number of which one of us you are trying to reach.
Expedition 0627Q1 – Barr, Berger, Roth, Zimmerer, Moermond, Renn, Wuertz
Expedition 0627Q2 –Williamson, Michalak, Shumate, Higdon
Expedition 0627R1 – Hulsman, Zickel, K&P Craig, Manni, Summers, Schmid, Warford
Expedition 0627R2 – Able, Willman, Reines, Hoskinson, Meyer, Gordon, Curtis, Greene, Weber, Burklow

2. Mail
We cannot receive mail during our trek, but after we return to base camp on Sunday July 8, we can pickup any mail you may want to send. Send to:
Participant’s Full Name, Expedition Number
Philmont Scout Ranch, BSA
47 Caballo Rd
Cimarron, NM 87714

3. Travel Itinerary
We need to depart Louisville promptly at 7 AM, on Tuesday June 26. Please plan to arrive at St. Barnabas by 6:30 AM, to load the bus. At 6:50 AM we will take a group photo before heading out.
We estimate we will be back in Louisville, between 9 and 11 PM on Tuesday July 10.
See our complete itinerary at:
http://troop243.com/images/philmont/philmontitinerary.rtf
NOTE: We have an opportunity to swim on Monday July 9, at a nice indoor aquatics center in Raton, NM, near the Amtrak station. Be sure to pack a pair of swim trunks. You will not have to carry them on the trail, we will be able to leave them and other unneeded items in lockers at Philmont’s base camp.

4 Train Travel
Our coach seats look a lot like greyhound bus seats. We do not have a sleeping car. You will be able to have a small bag of carry-on items at your seat. Due to no luggage service in Raton, our final destination, we will have to carry our backpacks onto the train. 

There will be a “snack bar”which serves hamburgers, pizza, drinks, snacks, etc. There will also be a dining car. You can bring your own sack-lunch on board. If you eat at the snack bar, plan on spending $10-$12, in the dining car, $15-$30, depending on what you order. The dining car menu can be seen at:
Westbound Menu
Go to Amtrak.com, click on Routes at the top, select West
Then click on the “Southwest Chief” route link
Then click on the links under “Menus”

We need to be quiet through the night, so as to not disturb other travelers and so that we have sufficient rest to start our trek well rested.

5. Travel Attire—what to wear
Troop / Crew 243 members. Wear your complete official “Field Uniform”(what some call their “Class A” uniform). We will be able to store our uniforms in a locker at base camp.
St. X Outdoor Adventure Club Members – Wear your green St. X Outdoor Adventure Club shirts…. if you are a registered scout, you can wear your troop uniform, if you wish. We will be able to store our “travel” clothes in a locker at base camp.

6. Spending Money
You will need to provide your own food for the following meals (either bring food from home or plan to purchase)
OUTBOUND
a. Lunch on Tuesday June 26, at the “City Museum”
b. Dinner on Tuesday June 26, aboard the “Southwest Chief”
c. Breakfast and Lunch June 27, aboard the “Southwest Chief”
RETURN
a. Breakfast will be provided by Philmont on Monday July 9, we will have pizza for lunch, covered for by the fees you have paid.
b. Dinner on Monday July 9, aboard the Southwest Chief
c. Breakfast and Lunch July 10, aboard the Southwest Chief
d. We will stop for fast-food, on our way home from St. Louis

You will want $10-15, in small bills, in your possession during the hike. We will visit snack bars, and there may be a small charge for additional rounds of shooting sports.
Many people spend some money on Philmont souvenirs. Philmont states that campers spend an average of $100 at Philmont’s trading posts. This is a personal choice. Many people do not spend this much.

7. Traveling with electronics / games
Normally we ask participants to leave their electronics at home. They are expensive, they are fragile, they can be lost / stolen. We stand by this advice on this trip… if however you choose to bring something, you will be able to use it on the bus and on the train. Note: There will not be any opportunity to charge devices. Once we get to Philmont we want all of these items put away. We will be able to store them in a locker at base camp. 
NOTE: There are no cell phone towers on Philmont property (215 square miles). We can see having a cell phone on the bus and train. It makes no sense to carry them on the trail…you will have no way to charge them and you will not have a signal.

8. Cameras / Photos
Digital cameras tend to be fragile and expensive. Several adults plan on taking photos during the trek, and will share them upon return. If you want to bring a camera, bring one that you won’t be too terribly upset about if it breaks, or gets soaked in the rain.

9. Amtrak Route / Cities
For a list of cities we will be stopping at, look at the following document:
http://troop243.com/images/philmont/philmont%202012%20train%20stations.doc

10. Checklist
Use the checklist we provided to make sure you have everything you need. Boots and Rain Gear are not optional. You will have difficulty surviving if you are not properly prepared.
http://troop243.com/images/philmont/philmontpackinglist.doc

